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of Gladstone was once more ushered into the
Royal Closet.
We cannot know to what extent he had been
prepared for the welcome he was to expect, for
there was nothing in his official past to warrant
the Royal anger. As early as 1868, indeed, that
first-class gossip, Lord Clarendon, had given a
hint of unpleasantness. " I hope the Missus," he
wrote to Lady Salisbury, "will send for the
Pembroke Lodger [Lord Russell] because it
would please him and assuage his pain at getting
older as time goes on : but for her own interest she
ought to send for the elect of the people and to
give no colour to the notion that is rife of his
being utterly repugnant to her." The Queen did
sendfor the "elect of the people," and her relations
with him were, if occasionally formal, correct.
She did not like Ayrton, who was intolerable to
everyone, and she was suspicious about Ghilders
and CardwelL But Cardwell was a prig and
Royalty is always fussy about the services. Still
even the use of the Royal Warrant to abolish
Purchase, though inconvenient to her owing to
the hostility to the measure of her cousin, the Duke
of Cambridge, who was commander-in-chief, did
not meet withimproper opposition. She merely in-
sisted on a special memorandum being drawn up,
so that the exceptional circumstances could be
made clear afld put on record. It was the Dis-
radian flattery of 1874-1880 which had gone to
her head, exacerbated her temperament, and